
DOCTORAL COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Course name Field of science, code Faculty Department 

 

Business Integration 

Management 003 S Faculty of Economics 

and Business 

Administration 

Business department 

    

Delivery mode ECTS credits Delivery form ECTS credits 

Lectures  Consultations 1 

Individual work 6 Seminars  

 

Course summary 
The aim: to develop the competences to evaluate drivers, motives, and impacts of global value chains 

from the perspective of value chains. 

Objectives: 

• To deepen the theoretical knowledge of global supply chains, including the state of the art in 

science and practical manifestation. 

• Develop critical thinking and a comprehensive understanding of value chain theories and their 

shortcomings. 

• Understand the place of the industrial revolution 4.0, significance the development of intellectual 

property for the formation of value chains. 

• Understand the importance, diversity, development and contemporary challenges of strategic 

equity and non-equity alliances. 

• Understand the sustainability, resilience and risk factors of supply chains. 

• Understand the global structure and enabling factors of R&D, production and distribution 

networks. 

• Understand the significance of the diversity of cross-cultural, geopolitical and economic 

environments for the long-term sustainability of value chains and the emerging challenges. 

• To be able to evaluate and critically analyze the place of R&D in the creation of value chains. 

• The development of the concept of sustainability and social responsibility in value chains and the 

factors that change it. 

Short description 

The subject is targeted to the study of state of the art in theoretical and practical problems of social 

sciences in the creation and management of value chains in the conditions of the global market. The 

focus is on the challenges faced by global supply chains in relation to the factors that determine the 

reliability and resilience and adaptability of the supply chains. Recent factors such as pandemics, 

trade restrictions, national security, sustainability commitments that change value chain structures are 

examined. The subject presents the latest scientific publications of supply chain management, 

discusses the newest theories, the latest challenges, risks and threats that prompt a review of existing 

value chain networks. 

Course content 

Value chain. Business integration challenges and their coordination. Driving forces and motivations 

of global value chain development processes. Multinational companies and global production and 

distribution networks. Forms of strategic business partnerships - mergers and acquisitions, strategic 

alliances, clusters. Industry 4.0 revolution and the importance of intellectual property for value 

chains. Sustainability and social responsibility in global supply chains. Resilience of supply chains. 

Evaluation  

Research paper report (70 %), seminar, discussion and presentation (30%). Research paper should be 

based on newest scientific publications, state-of-art research analysis, critical evaluation, and insights. 

Paper length 25-30 pages. 
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